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GEOGRAPHICAL LITERATURE AND MAPS 

(INCLUDING ACCESSIONS TO THE LIBRARY) 



BOOK REVIEWS AND NOTICES 

(The size of books is given in inches to the nearest half inch.) 

NORTH AMERICA 

Index to the Stratigraphy of North America. By Bailey Willis. 894 pp. 

Map in separate case. Index. Prof. Paper yj, U. S. Geol. Surv. 1912. 

In his Index to the Stratigraphy of North America, Willis has produced a 
very useful compilation and digest of the knowledge of the sedimentary rocks 
of the continent. It will be especially helpful to investigators and teachers for 
it affords much more extended and explicit information than is given in the text 
books on geology and also more complete references to original sources of 
publication of detailed memoirs. Morever, it includes many new facts furnished 
by numerous collaborators. The admirable colored geologic map of North 
America which accompanies the work has been described in a previous number 
of the Bulletin. 

After an explanation of the color scheme of the map, a statement of the 
sources of information and a brief summary of pre-Cambrian classification, 
there follows, the descriptive chapters on the systems from Cambrian to Tertiary, 
which constitute the greater part of the work. 

The descriptive matter consists mainly of excerpts from published descrip- 
tions as given by authors but there are also many brief abstracts and running 
explanatory notes by way of introduction and connection. The new material 
is in the form of brief statements of facts or expressions of opinion regarding 
interpretation of data or classification of strata. 

Under each geologic system the excerpts are arranged under geographical 
subheads, which are states, groups of states, parts of states, such as southeastern 
Montana, uplifts such as the Black Hills, and regions such as Southern Appalach- 
ians. These are taken up in order of key letters and numbers of the series 
of rectangles into which the map of North America is subdivided according to 
the plan of the Standard International Map of the World. Small guide maps of 
the continent showing the rectangular reticulation are printed under each 
system and a table at the beginning of the chapter gives the contents that 
follow. For this reason the subheads are not given in the very brief table of 
contents at the beginning of the book. This, however, being contrary to the 
usual custom may prove puzzling at first to users of the work. The index 
at the end of the volume does not help greatly in this connection because many of 
its geologic references are grouped in bafflingly long lines of page numbers. 

In selecting the material for the Index, Mr. Willis has endeavored to use 
the latest authoritative statements without attempting to perpetuate the older 
data believed to be superseded by later information. Owing to this method no 
doubt some instances will be found in which facts presented in the older writings 
and still of value may not be fully represented in the Index. In a few instances 
resumes of data on certain areas have been prepared by collaborators and some 
of these are somewhat less satisfactory than the selected excerpts. 

In the preparation of this Index, Mr. Willis has kept in close touch with 
numerous field investigators and obtained from them many suggestions and new 
data which have been of great value to the work. Having access to unpublished 
maps and other data in the U. S. Geological Survey, he has been able to 
present many facts which bring the Index up to a very late date. 

All available data are also given respecting the stratigraphy of Canada, 
Mexico, West Indies, Central America, Greenland, Iceland, and the north- 
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western part of South America. Much of this material has never before been 
brought together in this systematic form, and some of it is new, having been 
furnished in manuscript by collaborators. 

Although there is but little review of stratigraphic problems, the Index 
shows the wide field that remains for the study of this branch of geology in 
most parts of the continent. There are large areas in Mexico and the far 
Northwest that have received but little attention and doubtless their exploration 
will throw much light on stratigraphy and geologic history. In the western 
United States also there are districts of considerable extent that have not been 
studied closely, and our knowledge concerning them is based on reconnaissance 
surveys which revealed only the broader features of the geology. 

A current problem in stratigraphy which is presented at considerable length 
in the Index is the separation of the Cretaceous and Tertiary. There are several 
formations in the border zone between the two systems which remain to be satis- 
factorily classified. 

Works of such character as this Index are of great value to the investigator 
and especially to the teachers of the science, for they present in condensed 
form the latest and best information. In many cases, however, the investigator 
should not be content with excerpts but should consult the original records to 
obtain more complete data and to be able to give due consideration to the 
conditions under which they were obtained. For this purpose the Index is a 
most useful guide to the literature of the science. N. H. Darton. 

U. S. Bureau of Mines. 

The Mountain that was " God," being a little book about the great peak 
which the Indians named " Tacoma," but which is officially called " Rainier." 
By John H. William?. 2nd edition, revised and enlarged. 143 pp. Map, ills., 
index. John H. Williams, Tacoma, 1911. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York. 
$1.50. 16 cents'postage. 10x7. 

The second and enlarged edition of a book that has already reached a 
very large sale and wide reputation. The book is about Mt. Rainier as it 
is officially known, the overtopping and most magnificent summit of the Cascade 
Range. No other of our western mountains is so famous and popular and this 
is because it is not only the grandest, but also the most accessible of our extinct 
volcanoes. The text is written con amore and gives a fine, popular description 
of the mountain in all its moods and phases. The illustrations, 190 in number, 
are half-tones of superior quality and include eight full page views in colors. 
The author deals, good-naturedly and at some length, with the remarkable 
decision of the U. S. Board on Geographic Names in 1889 when it officially 
designated the Mountain as Mt. Rainer instead of Mt. Tacoma, the beautiful 
and euphonious Indian name for the mountain which had come into common 
use among our people. The name Tacoma, as applied to the mountain, it is 
gratifying to say, is likely to be perpetuated in popular usage. The tourist 
and the general reader will find the book very helpful and enjoyable. 

Mexico. A General Sketch compiled by the Pan American Union. 387 pp. 
Maps, ills., index. Washington, D. C., 1911. 9^x6^- 

The general information in this publication conveys a fair idea of modern 
Mexico. Whatever be the range of the several topics it is safe to assume that 
they have all been culled from original sources. Hence the value of the 
handbook. The broad character of the data presented is indicated by the fact 
that they relate to geography, history, political divisions, natural resources, 
commerce, transportation and public institutions. The bulk of the text has already 
appeared in the Bulletin of the Pan American Union. The criticism that natur- 
ally occurs is that the book is far too sketchy in character. This is stated 
because there is an undoubted need to-day for a comprehensive and at the same 
time authoritative compilation of this kind on Mexico. The Pan American 
Union is in an exceptionally favorable position to secure all the material 
necessary and to present it in adequate fashion. Its aim should therefore have 



